
  

Submit your entries for the 2006       
NYSACC Project Award by Sept. 30 

Send submissions to:
Arlene Kaufman
3 Andover Drive

Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776

presentations. Peter Rizzo 
is coordinating the mem-
ber presentations. Contact 
him at pcrizzo@buffalo.edu 
if you would like to be a 
presenter.

The Chautauqua Institu-
tion is a non-profit adult 
education center and sum-
mer resort located on 750 
acres in Chautauqua, New 
York. An average of 7,500 
people are in residence on 
any day during the sum-
mer season, and another 
145,000 attending public 
events, including popular 

entertainment, theater, symphony, ballet and opera.  

Enjoy Chautauqua’s tree-lined streets with shade gar-
dens, meditation nooks, art galleries, nature trails and 
sandy beaches. Browse through the bookstore, library, 
or a number of other shops. Engage in a rigorous 
game of tennis at the award-winning Tennis Center, 
or play a round of golf on one of two championship 
18-hole golf courses The state of the art fitness center 
and indoor swimming pool at the Turner Community 
Center will also be available for our use.

For further information concerning the conference, 
contact our Conference Coordinator, Rose Wightman, 
at rwightman@co.chautauqua.ny.us.

2006 Conference on the Environment 
to Be Held at The Chautauqua Institution
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The 2006 Conference 
on the Environment 
will be held at the 

Chautauqua Institution 
in Chautauqua, New York 
from October 13 - 15, 2006. 
The Conference, entitled 
"Journeying Upstream 
- Charting a Course for a 
Healthy Watershed", will 
focus on both fresh and 
saltwater issues.

Workshop topics include: 
Local Waterfront Revi-
talization Plans (LWRPs) 
and watershed manage-
ment, legal issues affect-
ing watershed management, GIS as a tool for manag-
ing watersheds, watershed management fisheries, and 
other topics pertinent to the Conference theme.

Sharon Anderson, a well known environmental expert, 
will be speaking on rain gardens (see Rain Garden ar-
ticle, page 2) and will actually build one. Doug Conroe, 
Operations Director for the Institution, has agreed to al-
low us to locate it on the grounds. This is a phenomenal 
opportunity for a hands-on experience, and one which 
will allow us to leave our environmental mark on a 
world famous cultural and educational institution.

NYS gubernatorial candidates are invited to speak at 
the conference concerning their views on environmen-
tal issues facing New York State. With our conference 
just a few weeks before the election, we are hoping they 
will see this as an opportunity to meet with NYS con-
stituents who have a deep interest in the environment.

On  Sunday morning there will be a Chautauqua Lake 
cruise, during which a local expert will speak on the ef-
fects of watershed management on lake ecology.  

NYSAEMC and NYSACC member organizations will 
present their projects all Friday afternoon in the Parlor 
at the Athenaeum. All projects will be presented in one 
single session, so no one will have to miss any of them.

Hurry!



Rosemary Lee of the Bedford Conservation Board sub-
mitted this very timely report:

"Of the many projects that Bedford’s Conservation Board 
has undertaken, the Rain Garden proposal launched in 
2005 resulted in one of our most positive experiences in 
terms of the overall reception from town officials and 
citizens.  

A rainwater garden is a relatively small area of plant-
ings near the drain spout of a building or paved area. 
Rainwater is routed to the garden and filtered naturally 
by the plants and soils of the garden. Polluted runoff, 
including lawn and garden fertilizers, pesticides, her-
bicides, yard wastes, sediment and animal wastes drain 
into storm sewers and pose a danger to waterways and 
ground water, negatively impacting water quality. One 
downspout can release 12 gallons per minute during a 
rainstorm, and a 1” rain on a 20x25’ roof can release over 
300 gallons of water. Devices such as rain barrels, swales, 
green roofs, porous surfaces on driveways and planted 
trees are efficient ways to retain stormwater and prevent 
pollution.  

A small grant was written to support the installation of 
rain gardens, conduct a community education project, 
place educational signs at the site of the rain garden, and 
fund the design and installation costs. Plans call for a fall 
installation, while we await the results of the grant pro-
posal, which, in our discussions with the DEC, required 
very little explanation, due to the fact that this is a proven 
technique to reduce stormwater runoff and pollution.

It is expected that many residents will notice the garden 
as they travel to and from town offices and drive or take 
the walking path past the location. It will be a colorful 
head turner.  A rain garden is functional and beautiful, 
featuring native plants and perennials, sometimes called 
a “living sponge”.  A rain barrel will be connected to a 
downspout to direct the flow of water to our very first 
rain garden.  Our educational signage will walk any visi-
tor through the process, and we hope many more rain 
gardens will follow."

Additional information can be obtained from:
Rosemary Lee, enviro3232@aol.com
Catherine Wachs cwachs@rightbraindesign-ny.com 

Visit the following web sites;
http://www.raingardennetwork.com/
http://www.raingardens.org/Index.php
http://www.bbg.org/gar2/topics/design/2004sp_raingardens.
html
http://www.weemscreek.org/proj-mine-raingarden.html
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Northern Forest Grants

The Northern Forest Partnership Program has announced  
$259,000 in grants to fund community-based projects 
promising diverse and sustainable economies built upon 
a well-managed forest landscape in the Northern Forest. 
Non-profits, government entities (including schools) and 
businesses are eligible to apply.

The Program seeks to fund projects that:

    •  Strengthen the capacity of rural communities to sup-
        port sustainable forest-based local economies

    •  Promote environmentally sensitive uses of the forest

    •  Promote local history

    •  Sustain or help to create new jobs in these areas

Only online applications will be accepted. Applications 
must be submitted by Sept. 15. For guidelines and an ap-
plication form go to www.northernforest.org.

The competitive grant program is a collaboration of the 
Northern Forest Center, the North East State Foresters As-
sociation and the USDA Forest Service. Funding for the 
program was made possible by a grant from the Forest 
Service Economic Action Program.

New Municipal Resources

The American Farmland Trust has released a new publi-
cation titled Guide to Local Planning for Agriculture in New 
York. The product of input from many people and orga-
nizations, the user-friendly, question and answer format 
walks readers through the process of identifying impor-
tant agricultural resources and developing strategies to 
protect farmland and promote farming. The guide is in-
tended to assist communities to engage farmers and ru-
ral landowners in local planning efforts, to assess current 
town policies and their effectiveness, and to understand 
the range of tools available to help municipalities support 
local farms.

The guide contains more than thirty case studies that dem-
onstrate how municipalities are successfully planning for 
agriculture. In addition, over a hundred relevant publi-
cations, state laws, local plans and ordinances are avail-
able on an accompanying CD of reference materials. The 
Guide is downloadable at no cost at www.farmlandinfo.org. 
It is also available for purchase at www.farmland.org

Another example of useful, hands-on information is the 
Wind Energy Toolkit available on the New York State 
Energy and Research Authority (NYSERDA) website at 
www.powernaturally.org/programs/wind/toolkit.asp.



In keeping with our conference 
theme, the following websites are 
all related to water issues.

   • www.epa.gov/owm/onsite      
      This EPA website contains the  
      latest brochures and other resources from the EPA for
      managing onsite wastewater treatment systems.

   • www.nyruralwater.org
      Website of the NYS Rural Water Association, a not-
      for-profit organization with the goal of promoting
      the development, improvement and sound operation
      of rural drinking water and wastewater systems
      throughout New York State.

   • www.lowimpactdevelopment.org
      Website of the Low Impact Development Center,
      which provides information on protecting the
      environment and water resources through integrated
      site design technique that are intended to replicate
      preexisting hydrologic site conditions.

   • www.nrde.org/water/polllution/storm/stoinx.asp
      The Natural Resources Defense Council developed 
      this interactive web document to explore some of the
      most effective strategies that communities are using
      to control urban runoff pollution.

   • www.stormwatercenter.net
      Website of the Stormwater Manager's Resource Cen-
      ter, which is designed specifically for stormwater 
      practitioners, local government officials and others 
      that need technical assistance on stormwater man-
      agemeant issues.

   • www.riverkeeper.org
      Website of Riverkeeper, an environmental organiza-
      tion whose mission is to safeguard the ecological in-
      tegrity of the Hudson River and its tributaries.

Peter Rizzo, a NYSACC Director, member of the Tonawa-
nda CAC and an English major and environmental design 
minor at the University at Buffalo, was a recipient of the 
2006 Morris K. Udall Scholarship.  The scholarship is 
awarded to 80 college and university students based on 
their work on environmentally-related programs, as well 
as their career plans in an environmental field.  Peter plans 
to seek a career in urban planning .

The Scholarship honors Congressman Udall’s legacy of 
public service and is supported by a trust fund in the 
U.S. Treasury and contributions from the private sector. 
There have been 836 Udall Scholars since the first awards 
in 1996.

The 2006 Udall Scholars will assemble August 2-6 in 
Tucson, Arizona, to receive their awards and meet policy-
makers and community leaders in environmental fields.  
For more information please visit www.udall.gov.

NYSACC expects to be the recipient of current environ-
mental information as a result of this program.

 Recreational Trails
Program (RTP)

Applications for the Recreatonal Trails Program will be 
available from the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation, and 
Historic Preservation in early August. The RTP is a State-
administered, Federal assistance program, which pro-
vides funds for the acquisition, development, rehabilita-
tion and maintenance of motorized and non-motorized 
trails. Non-profit organizations, municipal agencies and 
other public authorities are eligible to apply. 

The RTP legislation requires that states use 40% of their 
funds for diverse recreational trail use, 30% for motor-
ized recreation, and 30% for non-motorized recreation. 

The Priority Evaluation Form is based on the following 
rating criteria:

   1. The project must be legally and physically acces-
sible to the public.
   2. The project must be developable as a trailway.
   3. The project must be planned and developed under  
       the laws of the State.
   4. The project must be identified in a trail plan refer-
       enced in the SCORP required by the Land and Wa-
       ter Conservation Fund Act of 1965, or the State Rec-
       reational Trail Plan.

For further information go to www.nysparks.state.ny.us/
grants/programs/recreation.asp or the NYSACC website
at www.nysaccny.org and go to links.
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NYSACC is like a family, a family whose 
members live far apart and join together for 
special occasions. Our special occasions just 
happen to be an annual Conference on the En-
vironment, a Board of Directors meeting and 
a NYSAEMC/NYSDEC Spring Update. 

We communicate via e-mail, a newsletter, or  
maybe through our new website. Not very dif-
ferent from traditional families. We celebrate 
with family members, either collectively or 
individually, when a family member meets 
with success. We grieve when a family member meets with 
a crisis or perhaps a death.

What are we celebrating? You can read in the newsletter 
about Peter Rizzoʼs scholarship. We especially point out 
Peterʼs success because, as of now, he is our youngest Di-
rector. Take a look at the lead Conference article. Peter is 
putting together a repeat performance, with new players, of  
last yearʼs highly successful show and tell. This is a way to 
share with Conference attendees a very successful project 
that your CAC has conceived and executed. Please contact 
him if you wish to share. He proves to us that NYSACC can 
continue for a long time.

We celebrate the Bedford Conservation Boardʼs Rain Gar-
den in this issue. We couldnʼt include the very colorful de-
sign, which came with the article, but if you go to the web 
link you can see for yourself. And, to our delight, 

at our October Conference, there will be a hands-
on workshop to teach each of us how to create a 
rain garden in our own municipalities. We cele-
brate at least three CACs that have been inactive 
and are now rejuvenated and two groups that are 
working to establish new CACs. Congratulations 
and good luck! Call on NYSACC for assistance. 
The organization and our individual directors are 
ready to help you. 

One of the groups that has been working on estab-
lishment has, after much effort, met with a setback. 

They followed the proper procedures, lobbied efficiently, made 
correct contacts, and contacted local resources for help. They 
were not successful this year. No new CAC. We, the NYSACC 
family, offer you our sympathy and any of our resources to help 
you continue your effort. Don't give up!

We grieve the loss of a long established CAC and long 
time NYSACC member. When it takes so much effort to 
establish a CAC, there is much sorrow over the demise 
of one. It is better, faced with this situation, to become 
inactive, than to disappear entirely. Keep the legislation 
in place. Some years in the future, as we are seeing, the 
CAC can be reactivated.

Join members of the NYSACC family at our annual cel-
ebration, technically called the 2006 Conference on the 
Environment.  I know I will be there and I hope to see 
you as well!

                                                     Joy Squires
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