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SUMMARY OF 2007 JUNE DEC UPDATE PROGRAMS
Please see attached slideshows for more information. 

1. “Be Firewise” by Harold Evans: NYS currently has approximately 300 fires per year, and that number is expected to increase. New DEC initiative (based on federal program) to certify communities as “firewise” to prevent and ensure manageability of fire if they occur in the community. Includes elements of planting, brush removal (hold a chipping day), accessibility by fire vehicles, etc. Federal funds are available to participate in Program, contact Dave Brooks DEC NYS Ranger or Harold (1-518-402-8044) for more information (see slides for more information). 
2. “Climate Change” or “NY CO2 Budget Trading Program Proposal (RGGI)” by Kevin McGarry:  Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, a new program within DEC (future staff of 12) to create the first mandatory cap and trade program for CO2—effective Jan. 1, 2009. NYS along with other NE states are coordinating emissions caps through a regional MOU. Each state has a negotiated emissions cap (tons of CO2), and its sources must cover its emissions with allowances purchased via auction, creating a market incentive for reducing emissions. Some offsets (up to 3.3%) to allowances are possible (e.g. methane capture) Financial penalties are proposed for exceeding purchased allowances. NYS has approximately 33% of emissions amongst participating states and trade can occur within the region.  First auction in NYS anticipated end of 2008. Goal is to reduce emissions after 2014.
3. “Overview of Invasive Species” by Jerry Carlson:  Invasive Species Task Force (created 2003) created to address invasives, estimated to cost NYS $138 Billion annually. Program time-restricted and there is proposed legislation for continuance of program (Title 17).  Provided an overview of invasives (and how to identify them) that are outside of NYS, currently quarantined in nearby states that present a severe threat to NYS forests.  Firewood transport education program being initiated to prevent visitors from bringing invasives into NYS from outside areas (or even other areas of NYS).  Grants are available for eradication (see slides). DEC conducting outreach education and wants to be notified if you observe any of the signs of these invasives.
4. “Grant Opportunities and Partnerships for Regional Invasive Species Management” by Steve Sanford:  Purpose of Task force is to identify existing actions and make recommendations to Governor and Legislature. Provided overview of strategic recommendations and PRISMs (Partnerships for regional invasive species management). PRISM splits NYS into regions to initiate programs to track infestations and species eradication. Invasive species geographic tracking will be coordinated and conducted by the NYS Nat. Heritage Program.  Provided additional information on the identification of water borne pathogens and DEC regulation to prevent new infestations. State Wildlife Grant is a new program (50-150K) to assist “species in greatest conservation need” (does not apply to plants or communities) identified within the Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy, based on watersheds.  Applications due Jan. 2008 next round of grants—more info on this program will be provided by Karl Berger.

5. “Recycling, Mercury, Vehicle dismantling legislation” by Jeff Schmidt: Data indicates recycling continues to increase on an annual basis and about 50% of waste produced enters the recycling/reuse stream rather than a landfill. Summarized the proposed Bigger, Better, Bottle Bill that would potentially add $100M to the Env. Prot. Fund (conservative estimate). Hoped to be introduced into the Legislature, and make it to Senate floor for debate. Need to hear from locals on this issue. Compact fluorescent bulbs, computers, cell phones and other electronics all contain mercury—provided overview of how to dispose of these properly. New regulation for dental facilities aimed to capture mercury and legislation requires salvage yards to dismantle vehicle parts that contain hazardous waste prior to crushing. 
6. “Overview of New Commissioner’s Executive Office” by Stuart Gruskin (Deputy Commissioner)(no slides): The new Commissioner has identified a number of opportunities to improve upon, and is working closely with the Governor’s Office and staff to achieve them. Some of these include new counsel to focus on community-wide environmental problems or watershed-based programs and problems to be more effective. Begin new efforts to collaborate more with the public, and get active participation. Some hot topics include the new climate change office (No 1 hiring priority is for RGGI), fixing the brownfields legislation, retooling enforcement at counsel’s office to allow for more integrated opportunities with enforcement, smart growth initiatives and the role of DEC, sustainability, and ever present water issues. DEC received 109 new positions during the last budget to replace some of the 700 positions lost in the last 10 years. Strong commitment to multidisciplinary approach to solve environmental problems. Stuart was not aware of the LEAP program that provided funding in the past to EMCs/CACs but would ask for a briefing.

7. “Legislative Update” by Maureen Coleman (no slides):  Update provided on a small list Assembly and Senate Bills sponsored by DEC. Several items introduced in Assembly, are not anticipated to be introduced in the Senate. Some will be reintroduced next year and were the first time they were introduced. Hopeful next year.  Governor’s Program bills include the bigger better, bottle bill (BBBB) to include non-carbonated beverages and address unclaimed deposits being held by sellers and re-route funds to Env. Prot. Fund, and also applies funds to set up container recycling centers. New, Assembly Bill 9001 regarding Article 10 Siting Law will be reintroduced, providing that the streamlined process for siting be applicable to “clean” power only and includes other provisions for local prevention programs. Brownfields bill will fix tax credits to provide for more credit being applied to clean-up process rather than re-development. Allows funds to go more for cleaning up sites where it is not cost effective to cleanup them for redevelopment. Legislative sponsored bills that passed include Assembly 1159 creates upper Delaware River Greenway. A2742 requires landowners notify tenants or potential tenants of existing problems like vapor intrusion.  Chapter 42 requires certain paints and stains as of 5/15/07 must meet VOC content restrictions or be removed from shelves, a two month delay to July of this year. Anti-fouling aquatic paints (Chapt. 43) allows extensions to certain paints on boats and who can apply them.
8. “Brownfield Progress, Hudson River PCBs” by Bob Schenk (no slides): Hudson River project underway in Ft. Edwards for facility to allow dredging to begin in 2009. Onondaga Lake Project mercury remediation sediment removal project designed first to remove sources underway, and sediment removal implemented in next 3-5 years.  Final resting spot for contaminated sediment is expected to be outside NYS. Brownfield remediation program has approximately 50M left, likely to last 2 years and will require additional funding. Currently 337 applications received and 10 so far this year (2007). Challenges to soil cleanup objectives and brownfields still being cleaned up while lawsuits are underway. Soil vapor intrusion legacy program, using DOH guidance and moving forward on list of 400 sites to identify if problems exist and mitigation is required.
9. “SEQR Posting Requirements, Environmental Awards and other programs”- Betty Ann Hughes and Mike Cavanaugh. Overview of posting requirements for Lead agencies designated under SEQR and how to navigate DEC’s new website (no slides). Slideshow overview of new workshops and programs to improve purchasing, placement, and removal of toxins in schools and other facilities. Overview of green building program, environmental excellent awards program, and green technology institute. New legislation proposed requirements on utilizing green cleaning and maintenance products in schools, information available through NYS-OGS website. Extensive outreach materials available.
10. “DEC’s New Website” by Cathy Kittle (no slides, handout): New organization of DEC’s website does not require user to know which programs are under what departments. Used four years of website information, surveys, usage statistics, and traffic to identify topic/subject categories that made sense. Brief tour of website provided (no slides, handouts). Cathy offered to work with NYSACC and NYSAEMC to add our links once we are ready. 

11. “Wood Boilers and Open Burning” by Barbara Nuffer:  Outdoor wood boilers create more pollution that either an oil or gas furnace, and are not required to meet air quality standards as are indoor wood stoves (see NYS-AGO report).  New wood boiler models (MOU with major manufacturers) will be available next year that are 70% cleaner.  Some municipalities have regulated the units locally. NYS’s Open Fires regulations Part 215 has not been updated since 1972, although local regulation across the state does exist. Overview of current state regulation on open fires. Rules are currently being written to overhaul this regulation and some proposals include decreasing population restrictions to municipalities with populations less than 10,000, redefine refuse, garbage, food waste etc. for regulatory purposes. Agricultural community opposed to any reform, however Governor strong supporter of reform.  Email Barbara with any concerns about reforms and she will forward on bjnuffer@gw.dec.state.ny.us.
12. “Dam Safety and Stormwater” by Alon Dominitz and Angus Eaton: Alon provided an overview of DEC’s Dam Safety Program. DEC classifies dams according to what would be affected if a dam failure occurred. Classification determines what specifications must be met. Classes can change based on land use over time, where a dam may become a higher risk due to development nearby and then is found to be out of compliance.  Dam maintenance and repair is difficult for lake associations and even municipalities, oftentimes resulting in lack of safety. New preliminary draft regulations available on their ftp site (see slides). No funding is available for maintenance, and historically the only funding available was in the EPF and was for restoration (not engineers, consultants etc.). Angus discussed updates to the Stormwater Permit program for construction permits and municipally-owned stormwater systems. Standards for construction have been updated to include redevelopment of properties within existing impervious surfaces. Additional requirements are being considered for MS4 permits as well. Watershed TMDL designations are being incorporated into enhanced criteria. Schedule for new permitting requirements- Fall 2007 public review of draft permits and regulation issuance by January 2008.
