
Welcome to 2015 
COE Ithaca, NY 
“We abuse land because we 
regard it as a commodity 
belonging to us. When we 
see land as a community to 
which we belong, we may 
begin to use it with love and 
respect”  

Aldo Leopold,  A Sand County 
Almanac 1949 

Tompkins County 
EMC 

Sponsored by 
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UNIQUE NATURAL 
AREAS INVENTORY 
 2015 COE ITHACA, NY OCTOBER 16 

“If you are thinking one year ahead, 
sow seed. If you are thinking ten years 
ahead, plant a tree. If you are thinking 
100 years ahead, educate the people.” 
Chinese proverb 

Stephen Nicholson- Chair UNA 
committee 

 

 





History of UNA’s 
• Began in 1973, started with 26 Areas 

• Updated in 1990, 181 sites 

• Updated in 2000 to  192 sites 

• Won “Project of the Year Award” by NYSAEMC in 2000 

• Created two more UNAs in 2012 

• Now include 13% of Tompkins County land area 

• Currently revising boundaries and adding new data as it becomes 
available 



 



 









What a Unique 
Natural Area is NOT 
A UNA is not a regulatory 
designation 

It does not provide legal 
protection for an area 

Some Municipalities have 
included reference to UNAs 
in their planning and zoning 



1999 



2015 



Guidelines for boundary updates 
• Snap to property lines if justified 

• Inclusion of National Wetland Inventory 

• Conform to edge of vegetation 

• Inclusion of newly protected lands (e.g. nature preserves) 

• Changes in landcover since last field visit or aerial photo  

UNA Committees has revised 78 
Areas to date 





Postcard to Landowners 
• To be sent out soon 

• 820 for revisions to 78 UNAs 












