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The New York State Association of Conservation Commissions is a private, non-profit organization, which was formed in 1972 to coordinate and assist local conservation commissions and county environmental management councils in New York State. 

In 1971, one year after the conservation commission movement was well under way in New York State, the idea of a private association (similar to the Planning Federation which assists planning boards) was explored by the Open Space Institute in a questionnaire sent to all existing commissions and councils in the State. The majority of those responding were strongly in favor of an association which could engender support for the work of commissions and assist them in carrying out their duties as prescribed by law. 

Shortly after the results of the survey were tabulated, several members of local conservation commissions, with the Bureau of Community Assistance, began the preliminary work of drafting a constitution and by-laws and setting up an organizational structure. This steering committee closely examined the structure of the six Northeastern states which had private associations. After several meetings, the constitution and by-laws were written and in 1972 the Association was incorporated. NYSACC held its first meeting in September, 1972, at Lake Minnewaska, New York. Annual meetings have been held each fall since then. 

The structure of the NYSACC Board of Directors was patterned after the regional system of the Department of Environmental Conservation. From each of the eight regions I exclusive of New York City I two regional directors are elected. Nine at-large directors are also elected. Therefore, the board is composed of 25 members. The officers of the association are elected from the Board of Directors. 

The primary objective of NYSACC, is to promote the intelligent use of New York's natural resources through education and action which will provide and protect a wholesome environment for every citizen of the State. NYSACC accomplishes this objective by: 

    . Sponsoring conferences, regional and statewide workshops and training activities to assist 

      commissions, councils, and boards in their work. 

    · Providing clearinghouse and consultative services for an exchange of

      ideas and information among commissions and councils. 

    · Publishing a quarterly newspaper which contains reports of

      commission activities and major problems throughout the state. 

    · Sending between issue alerts on timely matters which are of importance to commission and council 

      members.

    . Developing materials to aid commissions and councils . 

    . Speaking with a united voice in matters of environmental planning and protection and by 

      encouraging and supporting sound environmental policies and actions locally and through out 

      New York State . 

    . Promoting the formation of conservation commissions and county councils in all parts of the 

      State . 

    . Meeting with existing commissions regarding problems and projects. 

For NYSACC to be able to support commissions and councils, it is essential that commissions and councils be supportive of NYSACC.
