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SEQR – What is it?
Environmental Conservation Law (ECL) Article 8
passed by NYS Legislature in 1975

Implemented by 6 NYCRR Part 617
Recent amendments effective January 1, 2019

(http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/83389.html) 
Mandates government agencies to consider impacts 
on “environmental factors” when making decisions
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When Does SEQR Apply?
When an “agency” has a discretionary decision to :
Approve,
Fund, or
Directly undertake, 

any “action” which may affect the environment. 
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What Are “Environmental Factors”?
SEQR defines environment very broadly:
• Resources or characteristics that could be affected by an 

action, including:
Biological resources - - plants, wildlife
Physical resources - - land, water, air
Historic or archaeological resources
Human populations and patterns
Traffic, Noise, Aesthetics
Community character
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How SEQR Works
Agency Proposes Action or Receives Application
▸Action Classified *
▸Lead Agency Established
▸Significance of Action Determined *
▸Environmental Impact Statement,

If Needed
▸Findings and Agency Decision * 

SEQR Process Can Conclude At Any of These Points *
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DEC’s SEQR Website
www.dec.ny.gov/permits/357.html
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DEC’s SEQR EAF Mapper
www.dec.ny.gov/EAFMapper
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DEC’s SEQR EAF Workbooks
www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90125.html
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DEC’s SEQR Handbook
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6188.html
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DEC’s SEQR Cookbook
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/57228.html
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Contact Information
DEC, Division of Environmental Permits
625 Broadway, Albany NY 12233-1750
james.eldred@dec.ny.gov
(518) 402-9167

https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/357.html
(SEQR home page)

https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/357.html
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